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We respectfully acknowledge the Wiradjuri people who 

are the traditional Custodians of the lands in Parkes Shire 

and we pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

COUNCIL’S VISION
The vision in Council’s Community Plan is for Parkes Shire to be “ a progre-
ssive regional centre, embracing a national logistics hub, with vibrant 
communities, diverse opportunities, learning and healthy lifestyles.”

Parkes Shire Council is well positioned to invigorate the shire as a vibrant and 
progressive community by developing its arts capacity, focussing on a creative 
voice for young people, fostering a distinctive and inclusive local identity, 
and developing cultural spaces that are social meeting places of ideas and 
engagement.

Spaces and cultural programs for children and young people, for Aboriginal 
arts, and for professional and contemporary arts development have been 
given particular priority in this plan, in response to community needs and 
trends identified in the mapping report. 
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WHAT ARE CULTURAL SPACES?

Cultural spaces are indoor and outdoor places where people experience and share culture. 
They are spaces for arts and cultural expression, ideas and learning, festivals, gatherings,  
and for being.  In regional NSW local government provides key cultural spaces, which 
typically include libraries, galleries, theatres or civic halls and parks. Most regional 
communities also use non-council spaces such as halls, community centres, showgrounds 
and clubs for cultural activity. 

WHAT is THIS PLAN?

The Cultural Spaces Plan 2014 – 2023 was commissioned by Parkes Shire Council, in response 
to community consultations in 2012, to provide a strategic framework for the delivery of 
cultural assets over the next the 10 years.

Lois Randall Creative Consulting was engaged to gather a comprehensive picture of arts and 
cultural facilities in the shire, identify strengths, weaknesses and gaps and develop a plan.

The plan has been informed by consultations with over 120 people, Council’s Community Plan, 
2012 Cultural Forum, and additional research. Findings have been presented to Council in a 
mapping report.

WHO IS THE PLAN FOR?

The plan is inclusive and focused on the whole of Parkes Shire, including the communities of 
Parkes and surrounding towns and villages of Peak Hill, Tullamore, Bogan Gate and Trundle.  
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THE PLAN: 
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CULTURAL SPACES
IN PARKES SHIRE 2014 - 2023 

Short term recommendations:

»» Permanent gallery in Parkes Library and Cultural Centre (focus on arts  

and education)

»» Portable stage and cinema screen for use throughout shire

»» Youth arts workshop in Parkes (adapt community centre in Cooke Park)

»» Wiradjuri community art mosaic in Peak Hill

»» Aboriginal Arts Space in Peak Hill (adapt existing space)

»» Music Centre for Mitchell Conservatorium in Parkes (adapt existing space)

»» Concert Band Space in Parkes (improve access to existing space)

»» Trundle Memorial Hall (improve acoustics to enable broader use)

»» Bushmans Hill Reserve (implement masterplan, include Aboriginal public art)

»» Community artist in residence spaces in Trundle and Tullamore

Longer term recommendations

»» Parkes Community Art Space – Council to build an iconic new building in 

Cooke Park with galleries, workshop, contemporary public art, arts and crafts 

gift shop, café, amenities and outdoor stage

»» Parkes Cultural Precinct – a precinct in the heart of Parkes defined by public 

art, gathering places, and walkways connecting the cluster of cultural spaces - 

Parkes Community Art Space, Cooke Park, the Library and Cultural Centre and 

Little Theatre - to the town square, café and retail strip in Clarinda Street

»» Parkes Picture Palace adapted as space for music and dance (if feasible).
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WHO WILL MAKE IT HAPPEN?

Cultural development in the Shire is supported by Council and by Arts Out West. However 
the majority of arts activity is organised by volunteers, who are a vital cultural resource. The 
volunteer committees are aging and there is a need to inspire a new generation of cultural leaders. 

For Council to achieve its vision for a vibrant healthy and learning community, there is also a 
need for professional cultural workers to seek the funding, develop the partners and organise 
the programs to enable more diverse cultural experiences, and to get children and young 
people involved. But employment in culture and recreation in the shire is low and dropping 
sharply, and there are no tertiary arts training or education opportunities.

The plan includes recommendations to fund, develop and manage programs to animate 
existing and new cultural spaces in the shire:

Council:

»» Manager Cultural, Education and Library Services to oversee implementation of plan

»» create three new positions: a Cultural Programs Officer (immediate priority); 

an Aboriginal Arts Officer based in Peak Hill; and a Coordinator/Curator for the 

Community Art Space.

Community:

»» establish a Community Cultural Foundation to raise funds for cultural spaces and 

programs.
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SUMMARY OF MAPPING REPORT:

Current COMMUNITY PROFILE

Following is a snapshot of Parkes Shire community now, which has informed planning for future 
community and cultural needs: 

»» stable population of 15,000 people, of which 77% live in the town of Parkes

»» high percentage of Aboriginal people, with a growth rate of 34.5% and median age of 18

»» the second largest town is Peak Hill, and over 20% of its population is Aboriginal

»» strong sporting base and award winning tourism

»» employment is higher than state average – agriculture, mining, service and retail and  

school education are the main employers – but average household income is lower 

»» lower than average education in adults and few opportunities for higher education 

»» Parkes Shire has been identified as amongst the most disadvantaged in NSW, due to low 

level of disposable income and educational attainment  (SEIFA Socio-Economic Index)1

»» schools perform poorly compared with most of the Central West, and NSW (NAPLAN)2

»» children in Parkes Shire are developmentally vulnerable at a rate nearly double the nation-

al average, among the poorest in the Central West (Australian Early Development Index)3 

1  RDA Central West Investment Opportunities Report p240
2  Education in Parkes Shire – Submission to NSW Minister for Education from Parkes Shire Council 
3  Education in Parkes Shire – Submission to NSW Minister for Education from Parkes Shire Council 
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CULTURAL SPACES NOW 

Parkes Shire Council has three purpose built cultural spaces: the Library and Coventry Room; 
the Henry Parkes Centre; and Parkes Little Theatre. There are also community run arts and 
craft shops, and a range of other venues in the Shire such as community halls and clubs.

Cultural activity in the shire includes high visitation at the Library, “The Dish” and Henry Parkes 
Visitor Centres, participants at the Elvis Festival and smaller festivals in Tullamore and Trundle, 
the Parkes Musical and Dramatic Society shows at Little Theatre, the Concert Band, Orchestra 
and Parkes School of Dance, community arts and craft groups in Peak Hill, Parkes, Bogan Gate 
and Trundle, and the Wiradjuri language program in schools.

However consultation, research and comparison to other regional communities has revealed 
gaps and needs, the most significant being:

»» a permanent quality exhibition space / access to professional practice and innovation;
»» spaces for Aboriginal arts and culture;
»» spaces for practice, teaching and learning;
»» spaces for young people;
»» spaces/facilities for screenings, live music and dance; 
»» cultural hubs or gathering places; and
»» ensuring that spaces are well resourced, inclusive and accessible.

IMAGE CREDITS
Page 1:  Children from Parkes Public School Wiradjuri language group, image courtesy Desert Pea Media, Ub Ubbo 
 International Cultural Exchange, and Sean-James Cassidy 
Page 2:  Man of Steel by Steve McGrath and Glenn Sloane, steel and 1948 Dodge truck, 2011
Page 4:  Parkes Shire Library interior
Page 5:  Craft Corner, Parkes
Page 6:  Performance of Joseph 2007 in Parkes Little Theatre, image courtesy of Parkes Musical & Dramatic Society

Parkes Shire Cultural Spaces Plan prepared by: 
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NEED PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION LOCATION  USER GROUPS PRIORITY COUNCIL 
ROLE WHEN

Permanent	  exhibition	  space/	  spaces	  for	  
practice,	  teaching	  and	  learning	  

Parkes	  Library,	  	  Cultural	  
Centre	  +	  gallery

Build	  	  permanent	  small	  exhibition	  space	  in	  Library	  and	  rebrand	  as	  Parkes	  Library	  and	  
Cultural	  Centre	  (	  to	  become	  arts	  and	  education	  gallery	  	  after	  new	  Art	  Space	  is	  built).

Parkes	   all	  community,	  focus	  on	  
children	  and	  young	  people

Highest Provider 0	  -‐	  2	  years

Cultural	  hub/	  spaces	  for	  young	  people/	  
exhibition	  space	  

Cooke	  Park	  Masterplan Develop	  plan	  for	  Cooke	  Park	  as	  cultural	  heart	  of	  Parkes,	  with	  Art	  Space,	  outdoor	  stage,	  
public	  art,	  water	  feature/kids	  play	  area,	  and	  pedestrian	  link	  to	  Library

Parkes	  -‐	  Cooke	  
Park

all	  community,	  young	  people,	  
Elvis	  Festival,	  Country	  Music	  
fest	  etc,	  visitors

Highest Provider 0	  -‐	  2	  years

Permanent	  exhibition	  space/	  	  spaces	  
for	  practice,	  teaching	  and	  learning	  /	  
spaces	  fo	  rmusic,	  dance	  &	  screenings

Parkes	  Community	  Art	  
Space	  +	  outdoor	  stage

Build	  a	  new	  contemporary	  space	  with	  galleries	  for	  local	  and	  touring	  programs,	  multi	  arts	  
workshop	  with	  washup	  areas,	  kitchen,	  amenities,	  arts	  and	  crafts/gift	  shop,	  café,	  and	  
outdoor	  stage.

Parkes	  -‐	  Cooke	  
Park

all	  community,	  visitors,	  young	  
people,	  all	  arts	  and	  craft	  
groups	  and	  artists,	  visitors

Highest Provider 4	  -‐	  10	  years

Spaces	  for	  young	  people/	  spaces	  for	  
practice,	  teaching	  and	  learning

Youth	  Arts	  Workshop	   Adapt	  Community	  Centre	  in	  Cooke	  Park	  as	  youth	  arts	  workshop,	  for	  youth	  programs	  in	  all	  
art	  forms	  (until	  new	  Art	  Space	  is	  built)

Parkes	  -‐	  Cooke	  
Park

children	  and	  young	  people Highest Provider immediate

Spaces	  for	  Aboriginal	  arts	  and	  culture/	  
for	  practice,	  teaching	  and	  learning

Peak	  Hill	  Aboriginal	  Arts	  
Space	  

Adapt	  existing	  space	  as	  Aboriginal	  arts	  workshop	  and	  gallery	  	  (investigate	  AIF	  School	  of	  
Arts	  and	  Southern	  Cross	  Hall	  )

Peak	  Hill Aboriginal	  people,	  young	  
people,	  all	  community,	  visitors

Highest Facilitator/	  
partner

0	  -‐	  5	  years

Cultural	  hub/	  spaces	  for	  Aboriginal	  arts	  
and	  culture

Wiradjuri	  Public	  Art	   Create	  public	  art	  mosaic	  telling	  story	  of	  4	  walks,	  in	  Caswell	  St	  park. Peak	  Hill all	  community,	  Aboriginal	  
people,	  young	  people,	  visitors

Highest Provider/	  
partner

immediate

Spaces	  for	  practice,	  teaching	  and	  
learning

Music	  Centre Adapt	  empty	  space	  as	  base	  for	  Mitchell	  Conservatorium	  and	  Community	  Orchestra Parkes Mitchell	  Conservatorium,	  
Orchestra

Highest Facilitator	   0	  -‐	  2	  years

Spaces	  for	  practice,	  teaching	  and	  
learning

Concert	  Band	  space Construct	  new	  fire	  escape	  and	  improve	  access	  to	  room	  in	  pool	  complex	  used	  for	  Concert	  
Band	  rehearsals

Parkes	   Parkes	  Shire	  Concert	  Band Highest Provider immediate

Spaces	  for	  live	  music,	  dance	  and	  
screenings

Portable	  Stage	   Purchase	  portable	  stage	  for	  use	  in	  Parkes	  and	  villages	  for	  performance	  and	  festival	  events Portable all	  festivals,	  all	  towns Highest Provider immediate

Cultural	  hub/	  spaces	  for	  young	  people/	  
exhibition	  space

Parkes	  Cultural	  Precinct	  
Masterplan

Plan	  for	  development	  of	  cultural	  precinct	  	  to	  link	  	  Library,	  Little	  Theatre,	  Cooke	  Park,	  the	  
PPP,	  	  and	  Clarinda	  Street

Parkes all	  community,	  young	  people,	  
visitors

High Provider 4	  -‐	  10	  years

Spaces	  for	  Aboriginal	  arts	  and	  culture/	  
spaces	  for	  live	  music	  and	  dance

Bushman’s	  Hill	  Reserve	   Continue	  implementation	  of	  master	  plan	  for	  Bushman’s	  Hill	  as	  Aboriginal	  precinct	  with	  
ampitheatre,	  	  identify	  opportunities	  for	  Aboriginal	  public	  art	  on	  site

Parkes Parkes	  Aboriginal	  community,	  
all	  community

High Provider/	  
partner

immediate

Spaces	  for	  live	  music	  and	  screenings/	  
access	  to	  professional	  practice

Trundle	  Memorial	  Hall	   Purchase	  sound	  proofing	  and	  PA	  system,	  to	  enable	  use	  for	  music	  and	  theatre,	  screenings	  
etc	  (hall	  capacity	  of	  600,	  largest	  in	  shire)

Trundle Trundle	  and	  Parkes	  
communities

High Facilitator/	  
partner

0	  -‐	  5	  years

Spaces	  for	  practice,	  teaching	  and	  
learning/	  	  professional	  practice

Parkes	  Picture	  Palace Investigate	  ownership	  and	  feasibility	  of	  adapting	  former	  PPP	  	  into	  	  community	  hall,	  
rehearsal	  and	  performance	  space

Parkes	   all	  Parkes	  music	  and	  dance	  
groups	  and	  community

High Facilitator/	  
provider

0	  -‐	  10	  years

Access	  to	  professional	  practice/	  spaces	  
for	  practice,	  teaching	  and	  learning

Trundle	  Community	  
Artist	  Residence	  

Adapt	  existing	  space	  as	  permanent	  artist	  residence	  and	  workshop/shopfront:	  focus	  on	  
music	  and	  visual	  arts

Trundle Trundle	  and	  Parkes	  
communities,	  visitors

Moderate Facilitator/	  
partner

0	  -‐	  5	  years

Access	  to	  professional	  practice Tullamore	  Community	  
Artist	  Residence	  

Source	  accommodation	  for	  annual	  guest	  community	  artist	  to	  work	  in	  partnership	  with	  
Irish	  Festival,	  CWA	  and	  Men’s	  Shed

Tulllamore Tullamore	  and	  Parkes	  
communities,	  visitors

Moderate Facilitator/	  
partner

0	  -‐	  5	  years

Spaces	  for	  live	  music	  and	  screenings Portable	  Cinema Purchase	  portable	  outdoor	  screen,	  projector	  and	  sound	  system	  for	  screenings,	  	  festivals,	  	  
satellite	  music	  events	  

Portable all	  community,	  all	  towns,	  
young	  people

Moderate Provider 0	  -‐	  2	  years

Cultural	  hub	  /access	  to	  professional	  
practice

Public	  art	   Develop	  public	  art	  in	  cultural	  precinct	  and	  possible	  pedestrian	  overpass	  to	  Little	  Theatre	   Parkes all	  community,	  	  visitors Moderate Provider 0	  -‐	  10	  years

Cultural	  hub/	  Aboriginal	  arts	  and	  
culture	  /	  	  professional	  practice

Art	  built	  in Identify	  opportunities	  for	  “art	  built	  in”	  for	  new	  	  infrastructure	  developments	  eg	  hospitals	  
and	  	  airport

Parkes	  and	  
Peak	  Hill

all	  community,	  visitors Moderate Facilitator/	  
partner

immediate


